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HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--President Daniel E. Marvin told area legislators at a meeting
in Springfield that "all of us at Eastern Illinois University recognize the difficult
financial condition of the state and nation, but it is important that I alert you to
the fact that our severe underfunding will make it more difficult for Eastern to
respond in tight economic times."
Marvin said "Eastern remains the most severely underfunded public university
in Illinois •.• (and) there is a. limit to increasing our efficiency without doing
serious damage to the scope and quality of the program we offer."
For the past two years, the president told the lawmakers, the University has
been forced to cut off the acceptance of applications for admission, and that "we will
continue this approach."
"Eastern faces a difficult challenge," Marvin said, "and corrective action
must be taken soon to bring the level of funding for the University to parity with
that of other public universities in Illinois."
Dr. Donald Walters, Executive officer of the Board of Governors of State
Colleges and Universities, explained the BOG's position on the Fiscal Year 1983
budget to the members of the General Assembly attending the meeting.
Marvin emphasized to the legislators, however, that "despite economic
conditions, I am very optimistic about Eastern and good things have been happening."
He cited the Theatre Arts Department's presentation next week at the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, the June opening of the non-tax dollar
Tarble Arts Center, the increase in the quality of students, and a new honors program
which will become operational at the beginning of the 1982 fall semester.
-more-

Add 1
Marvin said the program will offer special sections of regular courses,
seminars and opportunities for research and independent study.

He said "the courses

will challenge and stimulate outstanding students to develop their intellectual
abilities to the fullest."
Attending the breakfast meeting were Senators Max Coffey and Terry Bruce,
and Representatives Glen Bower, Helen Satterthwaite, Larry Stuffle, Virgil Wikoff
and Babe Woodyard.
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